Newborn hearing
screening

in the areas Oldenburg and Ammerland

Motivation

In many European countries and in parts of the
USA hearing screening for newborns has become
a standardized practise. In Germany, some states
and regional systems have already implemented
the screening. This has been done due to the
following consideration: In Germany approx.
two of a thousand babies are born with a severe
hearing loss. The early diagnosis of this hearing
loss can lead to an early and effective supply
with either a hearing aid or a cochlear implant
(in-ear-prostethis). These technical hearing aids,
combined with special educational care, can
improve and guarantee the phonetical and
intellectual development to a high degree. In
many cases this ensures a development that
facilitates the attendance of a reqgular school
later on. A late diagnosis of a congenital hearing
loss has fatal consequences for the child's deve
lopment concerning both phonetical and intel
lectual development and scholastic and profes
sional education which can be detrimental for
the general socialization.

Objective

Extensive establishment of newborn hearing
screenings at the maternity clinics in Olden
burg/Ammerland.

That requires a well agreed organization struc

ture, further education of all persons involved
and affected and high-quality technical appli

ances of the relevant maternity clinics and
possible further outpatient facilities.

For the area Oldenburg and Ammerland the
maternity clinics in the Klinikum Oldenburg, the
Pius-Hospital, the Evangelisches Krankenhaus
Oldenburg and the Ammerland-Klinik Westerste
de should be integrated and equipped as a first
step.

Screeningcenter:
Horzentrum Oldenburg GmbH
Marie-Curie-Str. 2
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Dear parents,

Since normal hearing is an essential requirement
for the development of speech and language,
the hearing capacity of newborn babies should
be tested immediately after birth.

A hearing screening to check the hearing capa
city of your newborn baby includes otoacoustic
emissions (OAEs) and/or auditory brainstem
response (ABR). Both procedures can be done
painlessly while the infant is resting quietly.

As the hearing screenings for newborns are
voluntary, we need your consent for the proce
dure.

If your baby has passed the test, the data will
be made anonymous and transferred to the
centre of newborn hearing screening at the
Horzentrum Oldenburg to be analyzed scienti

fically and statistically. If the results are conspi

cuous, name and address will be stored to coor

dinate further diagnostic examinations.
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What are the consequences for you as
the parents?

1. An early assurance that your baby's hea
ring is normal.

2. The possibility of an early therapy, if
your baby should suffer from a hearing
impairment.

3. Not every conspicuous result does auto
matically lead to the conclusion that
your baby has a hearing loss. Most re-
tests show an inconspicuous result.

What do you as the parents have to
do?

1. If your baby has passed the newborn
hearing screening, you do not have to
do anything for the moment. However,
the hearing capacity of your child should
be tested regularly by your paediatrician
or ear, nose and throat specialist during
the standardized checkups.

2. If the result of your baby's hearing scree
ning should be conspiciuous, you should
see an ear, nose and throat specialist or
a paedaudiologic specialist for a re-test.

3. If your baby has not been tested in your
maternity hospital, please see an ear,
nose and throat specialist or a paedau
diologic specialist for the newborn hea
ring screening.




